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Coronavirus disease (COVID-19): Outbreak 

update 

Current situation 

Areas in Canada with cases of COVID-19 as of March 16, 2020, 9 am EST  

Province, territory or 
other 

Number of confirmed 
cases 

Number of probable 
cases 

British Columbia 73 0 

Alberta 56 0 

Saskatchewan 1 5 

Manitoba 4 3 

Ontario 145 0 

Quebec 39 0 

Newfoundland and Labrador 0 1 

New Brunswick 1 5 

Nova Scotia 0 3 

Prince Edward Island 1 0 

Repatriated travellers 4 0 



Areas in Canada with cases of COVID-19 as of March 16, 2020, 9 am EST  

Province, territory or 
other 

Number of confirmed 
cases 

Number of probable 
cases 

Total cases 324 17 

Information on demographics, symptoms and outcomes is available for most cases. 

Of these cases: 

• onset of illness occurred between January 15 and March 13, 2020 
• 51% of cases are female 
• 31% of cases are 60 years old and over 
• 13% of cases have been hospitalized 
• 1 person has died of COVID-19 
• 74% of cases are travellers and 6% are close contacts of travellers 

This illness summary is updated twice every weekday based on information provided by 
provinces and territories. A detailed epidemiologic curve is also available. 

Global 

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) assessed COVID-19 as a pandemic.  

This assessment by the WHO is not unexpected. Describing the situation as a pandemic does 
not change the WHO’s assessment of the threat posed by COVID-19 and it does not change 
what the WHO is doing. It also does not change what countries around the world should do. For 
that reason, it does not change the approach we are taking in Canada.  

Canada’s public health system is prepared. Since the outset, the Public Health Agency of 
Canada — along with public health authorities at all levels of government across the country — 
have been working together to ensure that our preparedness and response measures are 
appropriate and adaptable, based on the latest science and the evolving situation.  

Aside from Canada, other countries and regions are reporting cases. Check the latest travel 
health notices before travelling.  

• North America  
o United States of America 
o Mexico 
o Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

• Central America, Caribbean and South America  
o Argentina 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals.html#epi
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices


o Brazil 
o Bolivia 
o Chile 
o Colombia 
o Costa Rica 
o Dominican Republic 
o Ecuador 
o Guyana 
o Honduras 
o Jamaica 
o Panama 
o Paraguay 
o Peru 
o Trinidad and Tobago 

• Africa 
o Algeria 
o Burkina Faso 
o Camaroon 
o Cote d’Ivoire 
o Democratic Republic of Congo 
o Egypt 
o Gabon 
o Ghana 
o Morocco 
o Nigeria 
o Senegal 
o South Africa 
o Togo 
o Tunisia 

• Europe 
o Albania 
o Andorra 
o Austria 
o Belarus 
o Belgium 
o Bosnia and Herzegovina 
o Bulgaria 
o Croatia 
o Czech Republic 
o Denmark 
o Estonia 
o Finland 
o France 
o Georgia 



o Germany 
o Gibraltar 
o Greece 
o Holy See 
o Hungary 
o Iceland 
o Ireland 
o Italy 
o Latvia 
o Liechtenstein 
o Lithuania 
o Luxembourg 
o Malta 
o Moldova 
o Monaco 
o Netherlands 
o North Macedonia 
o Norway 
o Poland 
o Portugal 
o Romania 
o Russia 
o San Marino 
o Serbia 
o Slovenia 
o Spain 
o Sweden 
o Switzerland 
o United Kingdom 
o Ukraine 

• Asia 
o Afghanistan 
o Armenia 
o Azerbaijan 
o Bangladesh 
o Bahrain 
o Bhutan 
o Brunei 
o Cambodia 
o China (mainland) 
o Cyprus 
o Hong Kong 
o India 
o Indonesia 



o Iran 
o Iraq 
o Israel 
o Japan 
o Jordan 
o Kuwait 
o Lebanon 
o Macau 
o Malaysia 
o Maldives 
o Mongolia 
o Nepal 
o Oman 
o Pakistan 
o Palestine 
o Philippines  
o Qatar 
o Saudi Arabia 
o Singapore 
o South Korea 
o Sri Lanka 
o Taiwan 
o Thailand 
o Turkey 
o United Arab Emirates 
o Vietnam 

• Oceania 
o Australia 
o New Zealand 

Risk to Canadians 

At this time, the public health risk associated with COVID-19 is low for the general population in 
Canada but this could change rapidly. There is an increased risk of more severe outcomes for 
Canadians: 

• aged 65 and over 
• with compromised immune systems 
• with underlying medical conditions 



There are also increased health risks for Canadian travellers abroad. Because of these risks, the 
Government of Canada advises you to avoid non-essential travel outside of Canada until 
further notice, this includes cruise ships.  

It is important for all travellers to: 

• Self-isolate for 14 days after your return from travel outside of Canada  
o some provinces and territories may have specific recommendations for certain 

groups such as health care workers 
• Monitor your health for fever, cough or difficulty breathing 
• Wash your hands often for 20 seconds and cover your mouth and nose with your arm 

when coughing or sneezing. 

We continue to reassess the public health risk, based on the best available evidence as the 
situation evolves. 

How Canada is monitoring COVID-19 

The health and safety of all Canadians is our top priority. 

The Public Health Agency of Canada is working with provinces, territories and international 
partners, including the World Health Organization, to actively monitor the situation. Global 
efforts are focused on containment of the outbreak and the prevention of further spread. 

Canada's Chief Public Health Officer of Canada is in close contact with provincial and territorial 
Chief Medical Officers of Health to ensure that any cases of COVID-19 occurring in Canada 
continue to be rapidly identified and managed in order to protect the health of Canadians. 

Canada's National Microbiology Laboratory is performing diagnostic testing for the virus that 
causes COVID-19. The laboratory is working in close collaboration with provincial and territorial 
public health laboratories, which are now able to test for COVID-19. 

Table 2: National Microbiology Laboratory testing results as of March 13, 2020  
Negative Positive Total 
771 25 796 
This testing summary represents cases confirmed at the laboratory and not total reported cases 
in Canada, as provincial public health laboratories are now testing and publicly reporting cases 
in their jurisdictions. 

Should there be any differences with the national case count compared with case numbers 
reported by provincial and territorial public health officials, provincial data should be 
considered the most up-to-date. 

For more information, visit Canada's response page. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html#non-essential
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html#non-essential
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html#cruise
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/covid-19-how-to-isolate-at-home.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html#a1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html#a1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/canadas-reponse.html


Contact us for COVID-19 information 

• 1-833-784-4397 
o Interpretation services are available in multiple languages 

• Email: phac.info.aspc@canada.ca 

 

mailto:phac.info.aspc@canada.ca

